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The sound-work “Aman vs. Kanishka” is essentially an exercise in scale. A blowing out of 
proportion. A displacement in space. A diluted dialogue between two-many.
Perhaps also a bow to aimlessness.  

The work experiments with binaural perspectives. It plays with with the acoustic and 
historical trajectories1 of its transegrituous2 shell. It intends to explore the way 
environments shape, distort and channel perceptions.  

As such, it may or may not be understood as a political commentary. 

                 
         

The work features four progressive loops of recordings. Listeners are encouraged to stay 
for at least one whole cycle (approx. 8 minutes). 

Several markers have been fixed on the floor. Red marks designate points with an initially 
clear stereophonic image. Yellow marks designate other “points of interest”. Listeners are 
encouraged to move around within the dome during the performance to explore the 
elasticity of sound.

                       

Materials used:
Digitally enhanced and modified stereo-recording, PA system, colored electrical tape.

Thanks to:
June-Soo, Kanishka and Aman for playing Ping-Pong with me and letting me record them. 

1 “Aman vs. Kanishka” has been conceived specifically for the United World College Mahindra College 
Biodiversity Reserve Geodesic Dome (UWCMCBRGD). The site now occupied by the building formerly 
served as a helicopter landing platform (generally known as the helipad), which – to my knowledge - has 
never been used for helicopter landings (allegedly Queen Noor once visited in a helicopter, but she 
landed on the old basketball court, now Wada 5). The UWCBRGD was inaugurated by the Prime Minister 
of India Manmohan Singh on occasion of the celebration of UWCMC's 10-year anniversary in 2008. It 
was initially designated to be a welcome centre for non-resident visitors to the biodiversity reserve. 
However, due to lack of visitors the plan was eventually abandoned. Because of its terrible acoustics and 
thermal properties the multi-lakh construction stood empty for several years. Recently, a badminton court 
has been installed inside the building.

         
2 The design of geodesic domes, usually credited to the American architect, designer, systems theorist and 

futurist Richard Buckminster Fuller, is based on the engineering principle of transegrity – a combination of 
continuous tension and discontinuous compression that allows for extremely lightweight structures.  


